
Easter Vigil 2022

Tonight. we listened to the singing of Easter proclamation, the Exsultet, 
which Deacon Cesar chanted so beautifully for us. Since we do this only 
once a year, I want to break open for you the words of the Exsultet, 
which are rich in telling the story of salvation.

We use this word for the Easter praises to God we offer tonight.  The 
word “exsultet” means more than “exult” or “singing praise”, it means 
“dancing” or even “jumping up and down” with praise, something like a 
young child who jumps up and down with pure joy on Christmas day.  
The phrase this is the night repeats itself five times in the exsultet. That 
phrase serves to alert us to a new part of the history of salvation for 
which we are “jumping for joy”.  The two first are about God’s work 
with the Jewish people, the next two are what God does through Jesus, 
and the fifth is about what God is doing here tonight. 

We first time hear this is the night, the Exult sings God’s praise for the 
first Passover when God set the people of Israel free! God instructed 
them through Moses to anoint their doorposts with the blood the lamb, 
the angel of death Passovers over them, but not over the houses of the 
Egyptians, and so the angel takes the first born of every Egyptian house, 
the last of the ten plagues. The people of Israel to pass through the Red 
Sea dry shod through the parting of the sea, while Pharaoh’s chariots 
and charioteers all drown.  We dance for joy at God’s victory!  This 
huge win for the Jewish people is also our victory, since it prefigures 
our baptism, the very baptism we will witness tonight for our Elect, 
Griffin and Beckett and the Passover meal to the Eucharist which they 
together with our candidates for full communion, Steve and Erica will 
receive for the first time.



The second time we hear, this is the night, the Exsultet proclaims God’s 
“pillar of fire” that guides the people of Israel at night as they journey 
to the promised land.  The light in the darkness allowed to travel ahead 
of the enemy. We dance for joy over God’s victory over the enemies 
Israel by the guidance of the pillar of light in the darkness. For us that 
pillar of light is Christ himself, the light of all nations.  This is night we 
bless the Paschal candle and light it for the first time. Christ is the one 
who guides us through every darkness in our lives to the glorious 
splendor of light.  We carried the light of Christ tonight and soon 
Beckett and Griffin will receive that same light at their baptism. How 
will Christ call us to share his light in 2022?  

The third time that we hear This is the night, the story makes a 
dramatic shift from how God worked among the people of Israel 
through the Jewish Passover to the amazing work he did through his 
Son Jesus and the Christian Passover. When Christ “passed over” from 
death to life, everything changed!  Without his death and resurrection, 
“our birth would have been no gain.”  Think of those who don’t believe 
in God and the afterlife, who believe that we live, we die and that is 
that.  What gain is that?  Even for those who believe, we had no power 
to enter into heaven because of our sin locked us into death.  Sin is the 
absolute opposite of God and cannot be in God’s presence.  We as 
humans had committed the offense and so we had to pay the price for 
the offense, but as humans we had no power to pay that price.  Only 
Jesus who is human and who is God could rightly pay that price.  We 
were like someone on death row, doomed to die, condemned by the 
one who tricked us, the evil one, the devil.  Jesus broke us out of prison 
with is cross! This is the night that we “exsultet” and dance for joy 
because the prison gates of hell are unlocked for our escape to 
everlasting life!

The Fourth proclamation for this is the night focuses on the amazing 
reality that Christ entered underworld to rescued all who are looking to 



be set free.  All during Lent we have been praying the Apostles Creed, 
which mentions that Christ “descended into hell.”  How many times 
have we described a horrific time in our lives as “It was hell”?  Anytime 
we look at the news, most of the stories are terrible ones of hell-like 
atrocities. In the past people believe that bad things meant that God 
abandoned them or was punished them.  This is the night that we say 
that kind of ideation is false.  All things work for the good for those who 
believe.  If Jesus descended into hell, then he will go anywhere for us. 
He will lead us from our experience of hell to his new and glorious light!  
This is the night that we “exsultet” and sing for joy!

The fifth and final proclamation of this is the night turns us to this very 
night and this very place, Easter Vigil here at St. Louise, all of us 
gathered here.  This is the night that everything changes for us, it is 
happening now! The sanctifying power of Christ “dispels wickedness, 
washes faults away, /restores innocence to the fallen, and joy to 
mourners, drives out hatred, fosters concord and brings down the 
mighty.”  These are not just nice phrases, this is the marvelous work 
God does for us through Jesus when we turn to him and trust in him!  
Take for instance “restores joy to mourners.”  I know believers who can 
look at a how God worked in unexpected ways through their grief.  This 
is not to say they don’t continue to mourn and feel sad at their loss, 
rather that they experienced God’s power in a way that they had not 
experienced before.  That is just one example of how the power of 
Christ has turned the powers of this world upside down.       

We jump up and down with joy because what God did for the Jews 
though Moses over 3500 years ago, what God did through his only Son 
Jesus over 2000 years ago and what God is doing for us right now.  This 
is the night and we are overwhelmed with joy at his love for us.                
                       

             


